St. Patrick School News

April 6, 2008

The latest news from some of our St. Patrick School classrooms

Nursery School Program
Mrs. Mulligan & Mrs. Frend

The children have been very busy this past month completing
St. Patrick’s Day and Easter projects. They have been painting,
gluing, and coloring which helps reinforce fine motor
coordination. In addition, the children have been introduced to
cutting with children scissors. The children are practicing how
to trace their first names on a daily basis as well.

Each day, the children say the Hail Mary prayer and the Pledge
of Allegiance. We have been learning about the seasons,
particularly spring. We practice counting 1 through 35 each day
and have been learning about the weather and days of the week.

We have been reading an abundance of a
books about Easter, St. Patrick’s Day and
spring.
It is truly a pleasure teaching your -
. - -
children in the nursery school program
each day. We hope you had a wonderful
Easter and restful break.

Pre-K
Mrs. VanSlyck

Mrs. Van Slyck’s Pre-K class is
up-to-date and has mastered all
about the letters from A-V. As
you are reading this bulletin
they are hard at work learning
W-Z as well. Mrs. Van Slyck
feels that her class has come a long way since September, and
she is so very proud of them and their accomplishments. These
past weeks the Pre-K classes have been learning about Lent.
They know it is a special time to prepare for Easter. They learned
that Easter was not just about baskets, candy and gifts. It was
about the greatest gift of all, Jesus. They learned that Easter is
a time for celebrating new life and growth in people, plants and
animals. The Pre-K class is very enthusiastic and energetic. Mrs.
Van Slyck is looking forward to what the future months will
bring.
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Did you know . . . A

St. Patrick School is a founding member of the
Catholic Middle Schools Athletic Association.
St. Patrick’s students in grades 6 - 8 compete in
soccer, cross country, basketball, softball and

baseball.
\asea )

Kindergarten
Mrs. Cronin & Mrs. Bienz

Every child in kindergarten, each girl and boy

Has been filled with a special fantastical joy!
The kindergarten classes have been enjoying their salute to
Dr. Seuss this past month. The children were able to read many
of the Dr. Seuss stories themselves and incorporate their
imagination to create their own special characters in a Seuss
sort of style.
The kindergarten classes also celebrated the feast of our patron
saint, St. Patrick, with a beautiful Mass that honored our eighth
grade buddies. They proudly watched as their buddies received
their school pins. The kindergarteners also danced and sang
and did their best to catch a
leprechaun!
They prepared for Easter as well
this past month by learning about
the Lenten season, listening to the
Easter story and making beautiful
decorations. They hope that
everyone in St. Patrick parish had a
splendid Easter!

First Grade

Sr. Patricia

Sister Patricia’s first graders have learned how to mediate,
show love to others and grow closer to God. They are walking
in the footsteps of Jesus and were in great anticipation of
celebrating His Resurrection with peace, joy and love.
Giant congratulations to the first graders who took the
challenge and learned the Irish spelling words, especially
leprechaun and shillelagh. If you visit the
school you can see their spelling tests
hanging outside the classroom. Sister
Patricia is very proud of all her children.

St. Patrick School offers a Christ-centered education
in a warm, supportive atmosphere for students in
nursery school through eighth grade. The school follows
the New York State Curriculum for all academic areas
as well as the Rockville Centre Diocesan Curriculum.
The mission of the school is to provide for the safety,
education, and gradual growth of the whole child;
spiritually, intellectually, socially, emotionally and
physically. For more information, call 724-0285, visit
the St. Patrick School website at sps-smithtown.org




First Grade
Mrs. DiPaola

The children in Mrs. DiPaola’s
first grade class just completed
beautiful book projects. The
children all read a book of their

choice and then picked out four
important parts, illustrated them and shared their projects

with the class. All the children in Mrs. DiPaola’s class did a
terrific job. Come see them in room 210.
During the Lenten season the children wrote about what they
were going to do to get ready for Easter. One child wrote:
For Lent, I will give up fighting.
I will take care of my mom.
I will honor God.
By Connor 1-1
Visit the hallway outside room 210 to see the other children’s
writing!

o Second Grade
_@‘%m_“"ﬁ‘ Mrs. Bubolo and Mrs. Spina
y y This past month second-grade students
= prepared for Easter. They learned the
importance of Holy Week through writing exercises and

projects. They are sharing their joy for the beautiful season
with all. Come by the west wing and see.

Third Grade
Mrs. Scholldorf

Students in Mrs. Scholldorf’s class enjoyed celebrating St.
Patrick’s Day integrating math, science and language arts!
They were active participants in the Techno spud Lucky
Charms Count - How many clover hats? Aside from some
serious graphing and cereal-munching, students found a total
of 85 cloverleaf hats in the 16-ounce box of cereal. Tallies
from around the world have yet to be finalized. Students,
using white carnations and celery leaf stalks, observed how
green, yellow, red, and blue colored water
travels through stems and students wrote
clever stories about how they would trap a
leprechaun in a jar!

Congratulations on your beautiful
dramatization of “The Stations of the
Cross” with Mrs. Curran’s class!

Fourth Grade

Mrs. Darmanin & Mrs. DiZinno

March has blown by like the blustery weather during this
past month. The fourth grade has emerged from the Arctic
and is beginning to warm up with studies of Physical Science.
Just prior to the break, they completed an exciting
experiment. They mixed syrup, water and oil and watched as
the mixture separated into three levels. They then dropped
raisins, clay, tin foil and celery into the liquid and observed
where each object stopped. This helped them to better
understand the concept of density.

With the completion of the New York State Math test, the fourth
grade has finally emerged from the “Math Zone.” They took a
short reprieve by reviewing the concepts of time, measurement,
and temperature before the break. When they return it will be
full speed ahead with fractions. The students will learn how to
rename, reduce, add and subtract fractions.

In preparation for Easter, the fourth grade

classes studied all the Stations of the Cross.

In groups, they illustrated and explained each

station. They are hanging in the East wing if

you want to take a look. G

The fourth grade hopes you had a joyful and

blessed Easter.

Fifth Grade
Mrs. Smith

This past month the students in 5-1 studied Lent, Holy Week and
Easter, in preparation for this most Holy time of year. They each
beautifully decorated a cross with symbols of Easter, with pictures
on one side and words on the other, which are displayed outside
their classroom. They also learned more about St. Patrick, in
celebration of his holiday in March.

In Science, the 5"-graders investigated Motion. They did a lot of
fun hands-on experiments to explore such concepts as speed/
velocity, inertia, force, gravity, acceleration, friction, and air
resistance. One of their favorite activities was trying to create
the most streamlined paper airplanes, and then giving their designs
test flights!

In sixth-grade science, students studied Weathering and Soil
Formation. They enjoyed discovering what soil is composed of
(a variety of different substances, including rock particles and
organic matter). They learned about conserving land and soil, one
of our most important resources, as well as waste disposal and
recycling. The students were surprised
to find out, through our “What’s in the
Trash?” activity, that paper and yard
waste are the most common categories
of household waste in the U.S.!

\ Both 5" and 6™ grade students are

5, looking forward to their upcoming
"1\ Science Fair on Thursday, April 3! 5-1
! hopes you all had a blessed Easter!

Eighth Grade
Mr. Rena

The 7" and 8" grade science fair was held before the Easter recess.
The 8™ graders worked on technology based group projects. Each
group was assigned a specific type of bridge to build that had to
be a scale model of a real life bridge. If you missed the fair, you
missed some excellent work. The bridges built were very accurate
scale models that took weeks to build. The research resulting
from the group work shows how well prepared our 8" graders
are for high school.




Student Council
Mrs. Martin, Mrs. DiSpaltro, Ms. Hammer

The Student Council is very busy with many ongoing projects.
During Christmas, the Student Council sold secret candy grams
to the students for the holidays. We just delivered our daffodils
for Cancer and we raised $525.00!! Our Valentine project was a
huge success!! We sold carnations to the student body on
Valentine’s Day. We have also donated money to Contractors
For Kids and the St. Baldrick Foundation. Contractors For Kids
helps families to overcome financial hardships brought about
by the sickness of a child. The St. Baldrick Foundation raises
funds to fight childhood cancer.
Before their Easter break, the
students made forty Easter baskets
that were delivered to our local
nursing home. The Student Council
students are a wonderful group of
young people who give from the
heart. Happy Easter to all!

Christ, the greatest of all teachers, inspires the
faculty of St. Patrick School to develop a deeper
awareness of our lives as a journey of faith.
Inspired by His example, blessed by His
teachings, and nurtured by His love, we continue
our journey of faith in devotion to our ministry
as teachers.

Inspired by the Holy Spirit and supported by our
faith, we work with families to nurture faith, to
inspire an awareness of the presence of God, to
encourage self-esteem, to form Christian values
and independence, and to respect the
uniqueness of each individual.
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The Vision Statement of

St. Patrick Parish Family

The Roman Catholic Community of St. Patrick,
Smithtown, sees itself as:

The People of God, The Body of Christ
Enlightened by the Word of God.
Nourished by the Life of Christ in the Sacraments.

Supported by our love for and our forgiveness of
each other.

Empowered to bring the love, justice and peace of
Christ to our families, our neighbors, our friends,
our enemies, the poor and the powerless.

- Called to reach out to the unchurched and the non-
practicing members of our community and to assist
in the spiritual, intellectual and social growth of all
whose lives we touch.

4 Guidance Program

Mrs. Mulligan

This past month, | have been making classroom
presentations in the 3 through 7" grade classes. The
students completed exercises in their “Peace Works”
book on various topics relating to the character education
curriculum that the “Peace Works” book reinforces. In
the 5" grade, | discussed effective study skills strategies
and we also explored how students could handle conflicts
in a constructive proactive way. In the fourth grade, the
children completed exercises in their “Peace Works”
book on how to work as part of a team. We broke into
groups and were discussing how to make decisions and
be team players. In the 3 grade, we discussed how to be
agood friend and how to develop and nurture friendships.
In the 6™ grade, we discussed how to treat each other
with respect and kindness. In the 7" grade, | discussed
the importance of good grades and high school as well
as treating each other with kindness and respect.

As a steering committee member of Middle States
Accreditation, | have attended weekly meetings to analyze
data that needs to be gathered. We will be meeting with
different subject area departments as well. More to come
on this topic.

I meet with students individually on a continual basis
throughout the school year. As you may know, | am
available on Tuesdays and Thursdays as a guidance
counselor and on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays
work as the Nursery School teacher. | look forward to
meeting with you to discuss any academic, social, or
personal issues.

I hope you all had a happy and joyful Easter.

Best wishes,

- J

Mus. Mulligan

\

- J
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St. Patrick School
Class of 2004

Four Years Later Gathering

Saturday, May 17th
at7 PM
in Canning Hall

8578 or Pat DeGraw at 269-2945 and let u
know if you can be there!

.

If you are a member of the St. Patrick School
Class of 2004, please call Ed DeRose at 979-

S
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