St. Patrick School News

November 29, 2009

The latest news from some of our St. Patrick School classrooms

Nursery and Preschool

Mrs. Mulligan
It’s hard to believe that November is coming
to a close. It is truly a pleasure teaching the
children each day. In the nursery and
preschool programs, each day, the children
participate in circle time. They learn about
the weather, the four seasons, and the
calendar (days of the week and month). This
past month, the children enjoyed their
Halloween party, wearing their costumes to school. They learned
Halloween songs and we read fall-oriented books to them. The
children are learning about the season of fall. At circle time, we
discussed fun things to do in the fall and the change of weather.
Each day the children say the Our Father and Hail Mary prayers
in school. Religion is emphasized and reinforced each day. The
children complete a religion project each week as well. The nursery
school students are busy learning their shapes, numbers and colors
as well as an introduction to the alphabet. The preschool students
have been busy learning about a different letter of the alphabet
each week, the sound of the letter as well as words that begin with
that letter. The children practiced tracing each letter too. They
complete a vast array of projects that includes painting, gluing,
cutting, and writing. These projects help build fine motor
coordination. Weather permitting they also enjoyed spending time
out on the playground.
We hope your family enjoyed a very Happy Thanksgiving!

Preschool
Mrs. Van Slyck

The Pre-K students in Mrs. Van Slyck’s class have been hard at
work learning a letter per week. They have already learned the
letters “A” through “I” and are eager to get to “Z.” The children
have been very busy making Thanksgiving decorations for their
classroom and hallway. We have
been discussing what gifts from
God they are thankful
for........ they agreed that they are
grateful for their loving family,
their friends, their school, and
most importantly, they are
thankful that they have God in
their lives.............. We hope you
and your family had a most
enjoyable Thanksgiving.

Kindergarten
Mrs. Bienz & Mrs. Cronin

Kindergarten is busy place, where everyone is a friend. The
children have been learning about The Golden Rule and about
treating others the way that we want to be treated. We are
practicing following this rule at home and at school. This
month we have been focusing in on the concepts of family.
As Thanksgiving approached, the
children identified things they
are thankful for. They also
learned about Native Americans.
[ Right before Thanksgiving the

kindergarten children had a big
feast at lunch and dressed up as
Native Americans.

First Grade
Mrs. DiPaola & Mrs. Verso

The first graders have just completed their religious studies
of the Saints which culminated in what has been a long
standing tradition here at St. Patrick School, the annual Mass
honoring the Saints. The children who recited their speeches
during the homily did a beautiful job and all the children
looked wonderful in their Saint costumes thanks to their
parents extraordinary efforts.

In Science, we’ve just concluded our Bat unit where we
learned all about these extraordinary creatures of the night.
We had an exciting closure to this unit when the Long Island
Science Museum visited our school and we had an in school
field trip about Bats. The children enjoyed this tremendously
and are excited about our next Science Unit where we will
explore Magnets and Buoyancy.

In Math we have been practicing our Math facts to 10 and we
will be getting ready to take our first math quiz. Since October
is National Fire Prevention Month, we had a visit from one



of our parents, MrFelten who spoke with the children about
the importance of Fire Safety

In Novemberwe celebrated National Library month with a visit
from the childrers librarian fromTrhe Smithtown Library She
spoke to the students about the importance of reading and
encouraged the children to visit the Library and get their very
own Library Card. She also read some books to the children.

We also celebrated the dedicated men and women who have

served our country by honoring them on thesday before
Veterans DayWe had a school wide assembly to honor these
brave men and women. Of course, we continued to read and
write each day and during

November we focused our writing

on the many things we are thankful

for. We will continue our tradition

of donating food items to make

baskets for the many families who

are less fortunate at Thanksgiving.

Thank you so much for all your

generosity

Second Grade
Mrs. Bubolo & Mrs. Spina

The second graders have been busy

writing “Turkey” stories. November has

the second grade thankful for all creation.

They have put together beautiful

cornucopias with pictures of what they

are thankful forAs the month continued,
we learned all about the pilgrims and the Nafiweericans and
their contributions to the First Thanksgiving. Happy
Thanksgiving!

Third Grade

Mrs. Scholldorf
Students in Mrs. Scholldor$ class are
currently designing and building a LEGO
rural, urban and suburban community
Holiday activities included preparation for
the annual Globalurkey Fashion Show
Students also constructed a Native
American and Pilgrim Thanksgiving Quilt
with their awesome student teachbts.
Nicole Rodgers, a proud St. Patrick graduate.

Fourth Grade

Mrs. Dizinno & Mrs. Darmanin
As the leaves continue to fall, things have really been “falling”
into place for 4-1 and 4-2Ve have been so busy we dideven
realize it was Novembe#tVe spent a good deal of time during
October learning about the mysteries of the Rodafovember
we have been enjoying learning all about the Natimericans in
early NewYork. We have been writing
essays about famous Nativmericans
as well as research reports on animals.
Our writing skills are improving with
each assignmentVe look forward to
the coming month as we grow and learn.

Fifth-Grade Religion

Mrs. Guerriero

This month, 5th-grade Religion studied the
Beatitudes and how to live the Beatitudes. Mrs.
Pacinello created a wonderful movie about how to
live the Beatitudes, complete with pictures and
music, which both classes watched on the SMAR

Board and discussed. Check out Mrs. Pacirello’
Religion section on our school website to view it
yourself! (Go to spssmith.org - Class Pages - Fifth
Grade - Mrs. Pacinello Religion and Homeroom.)

Social Sudies
Mr. D’Elia

This November the eighth graders will

explore the transition &merica into

the twentieth centurylhe students

will learn about the new wave of

immigrants, racial segregation, and

the rise of modermerica. The

students will research the Supreme

Court cases of Plessy versus

Fergeson and Brown verses the

Board of Education to understand
how attitudes towards race have changed over time. This
November the seventh graders will learn about the thirteen
colonies and their transformation into the United States of
America. The students will explore what life was like for early
American settlers and how American identity was formed.
This will lay the foundation for exploration of thenerican
Revolution.

Physical Education
Mrs. Manfred

The third, fourth and fifth graders at Batricks participated

in the Speed Stacking world record event on November 12th.
Cup stackers tried to break the old Guinness world record of
222,560 people-stacking world wide in one daye
Halloween event for the little guys was a huge success, they
love all the stations designed around the Halloween theme. |
hope all enjoyed a Happy Thanksgiving!



