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The latest news from some of our St. Patrick School classrooms

as well as an introduction to letter recognition. Each day at

circle time, both classes are learning about the weather, the

days of the week, and months. They say the Pledge of

Allegiance and practice saying the Hail Mary and Our Father

prayers. The preschool children have been busy focusing on

letter recognition and letter sounds as well as learning words

that begin with these letters. The children are practicing

tracing/and or writing their names as well as tracing and/or

writing a different letter each week. The children complete a

variety of projects each day that are theme and letter oriented

to what they are learning. Both classes learned new songs this

month. They also learned about Advent and the meaning of

Christmas. Each week, both classes complete a religion project

and religion is taught each day.

Wishing you and your family a very Merry Christmas and

healthy and Happy New Year.

Nursery and PreK3 Programs
Mrs. Mulligan

In the past month, the children celebrated

Thanksgiving. We read books about the

meaning of Thanksgiving and discussed

people in our lives that we are thankful for.

The children also learned about fire safety.

The nursery school children are busy

learning their shapes, colors, and numbers

Pre-K
Mrs. Van Slyck

letter recognition, practicing

writing the letters that they have

already learned, and are using

manipulatives to master their

basic math concepts. Our class

would like to wish everyone in

the parish a blessed Christmas

and a happy and healthy New Year.

For more information on St. Patrick School,

visit www.spssmith.org or call 724-0285.

Mrs. Van Slyck’s pre-k class have been preparing for the

celebration of Christmas. They have been discussing the

meaning of Advent and what their wishes are for the coming

year. Over the past several weeks the children have worked

very hard to create wonderful holiday decorations, which are

on display in the hallway. The students have been learning

Kindergarten has been busy

preparing for Jesus’ birth on

Christmas Day! We have been

working on projects, learning songs

and hearing stories. The children

have discussed different things they

can do during Advent to prepare

themselves for Christmas.

Kindergarten
Mrs. Bienz & Mrs. Cronin

As part of the first grade community service project, the

children will be collecting money in their mission boxes

for children in other countries that do not have proper

clothing, healthy food, and clean water. Stop by the

classrooms and see the wonderful writing that the children

completed about the Advent Season!!! In reading, the

children are continuing to practice stories and high

frequency words. In math, the children are perfecting their

adding and subtracting skills. Currently, in science, the

children are investigating magnets.  And, the children can

not wait until after Christmas when we will begin the next

science unit on penguins. Wishing you a very Merry

Christmas and a Happy New Year!!!

First Grade
Mrs. DiPaola & Mrs. Verso

The children in first grade are

getting ready for the birth of

the baby Jesus. The children are

showing their love for Jesus by

caring, sharing, and acting kind.

Second Grade
Mrs. Bubolo & Mrs. Spina

Wow! Excitement is in the air! The

second grade has been busy

preparing for the birth of Jesus. The

classes are learning about Christmas

celebrations from all around the

world. They are working hard on

reports and dioramas. The true

meaning of Christmas is apparent in

all the wonderful thoughts and

actions the children share on a daily

basis. Have a Blessed Christmas!



In class 3-1 we have spent a lot of time learning about Advent

and preparing for the birth of Christ. We made Advent wreaths

for our classroom and wrote thank you cards to Mary for

bringing Jesus into the world. We are moving through

multiplication well and have started division. The third graders

are becoming math whiz kids. Traditions, culture, immigration,

ancestry and understanding the differences between people

have been the majority of our social studies and religion work

for the last month or so. The class is enjoying our science

labs and the observations they make show how well they

Third Grade
 Mrs. Curran

are absorbing the information. We

covered seasons, climate, and

weather systems over the last

month. Our room is festive and the

children are so excited for

Christmas to come. The children

in my class are a gift to me, they

help me to learn and find the joy in

things everyday. Happy holidays to

everyone!

Students in Mrs. Scholldorf’s class, created Christmas cards

to exchange with schools across the country and around the

world as participants in an annual Internet project. This

compliments our Social Studies communities unit. Students

wrote about their personal hopes for peace in our world and a

newspaper article announcing the birth of Jesus! Class 3-2,

Third Grade
Mrs. Scholldorf

dressed in Christmas pajamas will

host a Cozy-up and Read

celebration complete with blankets

and snuggle toys. Students wish to

thank our student teacher, Nicole

Rogers, for her awesome service

this semester. Merry Christmas and

Happy New Year wishes to all!

The fourth graders are in the midst of the Advent Season!

We read several articles on the history and customs of Advent

and wrote essays relating to this. We ended our essays with

what we could do to prepare for the coming of Jesus in our

hearts. It was truly inspiring to read what the innermost

thoughts of the students were. Another project we are

immersed in is “Christmas Around the World.”  Each student

Fourth Grade
Mrs. Dizinno & Mrs. Darmanin

chose a country to research . In

addition to a report, they will be

presenting the class with songs,

poems, pictures, and recipes from

their country. What a wonderful

way to spread Chrismas cheer and

learn about the traditions of other

people in other lands during this

holy season.

This month 5-1 has been partaking in many Advent activities to

prepare for Christmas and the coming of Jesus. The students

started the Advent season by creating Advent calendars, writing

down one special thing that they would do each day during Advent,

either spiritual or service oriented (such as read a Gospel story,

or help parents with extra chores). They also wrote My Gift to

the World stories about non-material presents they would like

to give to the entire world, such as world peace or everyone

having a friend. Their stories are beautifully displayed on the

Fifth Grade
Mrs. Guerriero 5-1

bulletin board in the hallway outside

their classroom.

The class also participated in the

Macy’s Believe campaign by writing

letters to Santa. For each letter

received, Macy’s is donating $1 to the

Make-A-Wish Foundation. To learn

more about this worthy cause, visit

macys.com/believe.

Mrs. Guerriero and 5-1 wish everyone

a very blessed and Merry Christmas,

and a Happy New Year!

The fifth graders just finished writing sequels to the story “La

Bamba” by Gary Soto. Their sequels expressed their joyful

spirits as they continued to root for the underdog! The sixth

grade is beginning a unit on poetry. The students were impressed

with themselves at how well they related to the poetry of Gary

Soto (a coincidence that both grades are reading Gary Soto,

who has become an instant favorite)! Mrs. DiSpaltro’s 6-1

homeroom is involved in many service projects- ’tis the season!

We have been collecting school supplies, together with Sister

Rose’s Something for Seniors group, for a school district on

Long Island. We have made an impressive donation of used

books for a school for the hearing impaired in California. Our

students take turns recycling the water bottles we accumulate

in class. And, of course, we are filling our Christmas mite boxes

5th-6th Grade Language Arts
Mrs. DiSpaltro

for the missions. We will be helping our

first grade buddies with a Christmas craft

and plan to do some holiday celebrating

of our own with our Kris Kringle

exchange, Christmas party, and class

talent show. May you all enjoy a blessed

Christmas with family and friends!

St. Patrick School is a founding member of the

Catholic Middle School Athletic Association?

Students in grades 6, 7 and 8 compete in cross

country, soccer, basketball, volleyball and

baseball.

Did You Know ?
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After studying the issue of world hunger, Mrs. King’s class, 6-2,
was inspired to act. A letter requesting donations was drafted and
delivered to Uncle Giusseppe’s. The generosity of the store
exceeded our expectations. The class was able to assemble 100
lunch bags each containing a bottle of water, a snack cake, a bag
of chips and an apple. The Uschok familyof Thrifty Deli, Bohemia

Sixth Grade
Mrs. King

delivered the bags to the Sandwich Society
of St. John Nepumecene Parish. A fresh
sandwich made with donations from Thrifty
Deli was added to each lunch bag and the
completed lunches given to a nearby soup
kitchen.

For the month of December the eighth grade explored how the
United States became a world power. They learned about why
America felt the need to expand beyond it’s borders. The students
will read first hand accounts of soldiers who fought in World War
I and understand the impact the war had on American society. The
seventh grade in the month of December learned all about the
American Revolution. They analyzed primary documents and
political cartoons in an effort to understand why the American

History
Mr . Delia

colonists wanted to fight for
independence. The students examined
the Declaration of Independence and
the U.S. Constitution to gain a sense
of the values and ideas that the USA was
founded on.

Our seventh and eighth graders have been
learning about the famous Spanish novel
“El Quijote” and its social and historical
significance. Each class also watched
selected scenes from the musical
production “Man of La Mancha” which
features the author and main characters Don
Quijote and Sancho Panza of “El Quijote”.

Come and visit the art room
to see the beautifully
painted window scene. It
features Mary, Baby Jesus,
and Joseph on their
Christmas journey.

The Spanish World
 Ms. DeMarco

tossing and catching skills leading up
to the game of Global Ball.  The
middle schools students were busy
improving their volleyball skills.  As
Christmas approaches we will be
doing Holiday related activities.
Merry Christmas to all!

Physical Education
Mrs. Manfred

The children in the K-2nd grades have been busy with
Thanksgiving activities using fold up mats as hay stacks and
scooters to move about on. They also got an opportunity to go
“ice skating” in the gym.  The middle grades worked on their

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving. This month,
as we prepare for Christmas I have been going into the
third grade classrooms and the children have been learning
about treating others with respect and kindness as well as
having empathy for others. The children were taught that
empathy is the ability to understand how another person
thinks and feels in a certain situation and why those thoughts
and feelings are so important. In the sixth grade classes,
the students were taught about the importance of
perseverance. We discussed what perseverance is and each
student was asked to give one example of something they
want to persevere at. I also gave a class lesson on the topic
of study skills. I discussed with the class the importance
of using their agendas, highlighting and organizing their
notes, taking good notes, as well as tips for studying such
as; flashcards, outlining material, as well as effective
studying strategies.
I continue to serve as a member of the steering committee
and the child study team which meets weekly, as well as
the Parent-Teacher Partnership. I work as a guidance
counselor on Tuesdays and Thursdays and as a Nursery and
Preschool teacher on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.
I may be reached at St. Patrick’s at 724-0285 or by email
at www.spssmith.org. I encourage you to contact me if your
child is experiencing any academic, social, or personal
difficulties.  Wishing you and your family a wonderful
Christmas and healthy and Happy New Year.

Guidance Program
Mrs. Mulligan

Art Room News
Mrs. Albanese


