St. Patrick R.C. Church
280 East Main Street, Smithtown, New York 11787

“Christ with us. Christ before us. Christ behind us.”
December 13, 2020 - Third Sunday of Advent

Generosity and Prayers
Our Reach for a Star gift giving program is
wrapping up. Thank you for your enormous
response which will give many struggling
families a Merry Christmas! A special thanks to
members of Holy Mother Mary Knights of
Columbus for their generous food contributions.
Stephen Miro, a member of the Knights, is seen
in photo 2 dropping off donations.
And congratulations to our Rite of Christian
Initiation for Adults (RCIA) and RCIA Young
People catechumens and candidates who
participated in the Rite of Welcome at the 10:30
AM Mass last Sunday. Please keep them in
your prayers as they prepare to receive
sacraments at the Easter Vigil Mass.

St. Patrick Church

280 East Main Street, Smithtown, NY 11787
631-265-2271, rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org
www.stpatricksmithtown.org

Mass Times

Weekdays: 6:45 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 12:10 PM
Mass Times
Saturday: 9:00 AM, 5 and 8 PM
Weekdays:
6:45
A.M., 9:00
A.M.,
12:10 PM
Novena Mass (Miraculous
Medal):
Monday,
7:30 PM
Saturday:
9:00
AM,
5
and
8
PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12
Noon, 5 PM
Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM
Marriage
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00,
10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM
Couples should make arrangements at the Rectory
Marriage
at least six months before the desired wedding date.
Couples should make arrangements at the Rectory
Baptisms
at least six months before
the desired wedding date.
Currently by appointment. For information, go to
Baptisms
www.stpatricksmithtown.org > Sacraments > Baptism
Currently by appointment. For information, go to
www.stpatricksmithtown.org > Sacraments > Baptism

Reconciliation

Saturday: from 3:45 to 4:45 PM
Sunday: from 8:15 to 8:45 AM
Monday: 6:45 to 7:15 P.M. before the Novena Mass
Anytime by appointment in the Rectory

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursdays for one hour following 12:10 PM Mass
First Fridays after 12:10 Mass until 2:30 PM Benediction*
Nocturnal Adoration, third Saturday of the month
from 9 PM to 7 AM Sunday*
*Watch bulletin for modified times
Pro-Life Holy Hour, third Tuesday of the month, 7:30 PM
**Watch bulletin for possible changes in concluding time

From the Pastor’s Desk
How do you respond when someone asks you, “Who
are you?” It really depends on who is asking that
question and why it is being asked. We have our
common characteristics and makeup as human beings
and at the same time each of us is unique. In the Gospel
for today’s Mass (John 1:6-8, 19-28) the religious
leaders of the time of John the Baptist send a group to
ask him who He is. They see many people going to be
“baptized” by him and wonder who he is. Ironically when
they ask John the Baptist who he is he answers by
telling them who he is not - he tells them he not the
Christ, not Elijah, not the Prophet. John the Baptist
makes it clear that he is not the one they are looking for,
but he does point the way to that person, a person so
powerful and good that he is “not worthy to untie his
sandal strap.” The gospel says that John the Baptist
“was not the light but came to testify to the light.”
The light John the Baptist testified to is the light all
human beings innately seek in their lives, the light of
God’s presence in Jesus. Are we really consciously
looking for that light? We are certainly looking for the
light that signals the end of the coronavirus and its
negative effects. Once we go back to “normal” there will
still be that thirst in our hearts for the light only God can
shine on us. We say that Jesus is the Messiah but do we
really allow Him as Messiah to make a difference in our
everyday lives? As Messiah He has come to save us
from our sins, that is, from anything that separates or
blinds us to our true identity as human beings created in
the very image and likeness of God. To live in the light of
God is to be saved from the darkness of life without God,
life without truth, life without the very essence and author
of love, life without a clear vision of who we are and
where we are going.
One of the joys I had last Sunday was baptizing three
children. As parents you are people who have not only
given life through your love, you have found the true
light. You know the joy, wonder and gift of your child and
at the same time the joy of self-sacrificing love, the very
love Jesus showed us emphatically as He sacrificed His
life for us on the cross. The gift of a child opens the
doors of your hearts and love gushes out with wonder,
joy, and amazement. You are a beautiful example of
living in the light Jesus brought and John the Baptist
pointed to. With all the controversy going on around us
in the media we all need to see how good it is to love
and be loved. As much as all people long for God’s light,
even more God wants to shed the light of His love on us.
In the creed we profess at Mass every Sunday we
proclaim: “I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only
Begotten Son of God born of the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through Him all things were made. For us men and for
our salvation He came down from heaven, and by the
Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary and became
man.” Yes, Jesus is the light we so need for hope,
guidance, and love every day of our lives in this world
and will know forever in the kingdom of heaven.

I offer Psalm 27 for your prayerful reflection.
The Lord is my light and my help;
whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
before whom shall I shrink?
When evildoers draw near
to devour my flesh,
It is they, my enemies and foes,
who stumble and fall.
Though an army encamp against me
my heart would not fear.
Though war break out against me
even then would I trust.
There is one thing I ask of the Lord, for this I long,
to live in the house of the Lord,
all the days of my life,
to savor the sweetness of the Lord,
to behold his temple.
For there he keeps me safe in his tent
in the day of evil.
He hides me in the shelter of his tent,
on a rock he sets me safe.
And now my head shall be raised above
my foes who surround me,
and I shall offer within his tent a sacrifice of joy.
I will sing and make music for the Lord.
O Lord, hear my voice when I call;
have mercy and answer.
Of you my heart has spoken:
"Seek his face.”
It is your face, O Lord, that I seek;
hide not your face.
Dismiss not your servant in anger;
you have been my help.
Do not abandon or forsake me, O God my help!
Though father and mother forsake me,
the Lord will receive me.
Instruct me, Lord, in your way;
on an even path lead me.
When they lie in ambush,
protect me from my enemy's greed.
False witnesses rise against me,
breathing out fury.
I am sure I shall see the Lord's goodness
in the land of the living.
Hope in him, hold firm and take heart.
Hope in the Lord!

Masses for the Week
Saturday, December 12th:
5:00 PM
8:00 PM

Steven Groneman
James LaRosa

Sunday, December 13th:
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM

Rita Augusta
Rosaria Alletto
Peggy Ann Jordan
People of the Parish
William Driscoll

Monday, December 14th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM
7:30 PM

Nancy Morgan
Kenneth J. Kramer
Willie Jo Roemer
Catholic Daughters

Tuesday, December 15th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Nancy Morgan
Johanna Panariello
Nunzio Bellini

Wednesday, December 16th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Luisa Ferreira
Joseph Laukaitis
Donald Tierney

Thursday, December 17th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Ginger Crissie
Robert G. Black
Joseph Krieger

Friday, December 18th:
6:45 AM
9:00 AM
12:10 PM

Nicholas & Ann Comanzo
Caddie Baldi
Josephine Corbo

Saturday, December 19th:
9:00 AM
5:00 PM
8:00 PM

*Multiple Intentions
Josephine Attard
Catherine A. Bradish

Sunday, December 20th:
7:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM

Frank Theodore Yates
Zandra Cruso
Joseph Anthony Fragapane
Carol & Peter Kassay
People of the Parish

*Elsie Hillman, Maria Hillman, Kevin Duckham, Jean Sanders,
Roger Lanoue, Jr.

Our Pastoral Team
Rev. Msgr. Ellsworth R. Walden, Pastor
Rev. Thomas Acheampong, Associate Pastor
Rev. Abraham Thannickal, Associate Pastor
Rev. Fred Hill, In Residence
Deacon Jerry Reda
Deacon Ma hew Faughnan
Mr. Joseph Menge, Business Manager
Mrs. Barbara Pellerito, School Principal
Mrs. Elaina Kedjierski, Dir. of Religious Ed., Levels 1-4
Mrs. Peggy Soviero, Dir. of Religious Ed., Levels 5-8
Ms. Dianne Williams, Parish Social Minister
Ms. Cindy Marsh, Youth Administrator
Mr. Josh Moore, Youth Minister

Contact Us
Rectory - 265-2271
Rectory Fax - 863-1586
Parish Website: stpatricksmithtown.org
Outreach - 265-2668
Religious Forma on - 724-7454
St. Patrick School - 724-0285
School Website - spssmith.org
Youth Community - 360-0185
Fr. Walden’s Email - ERWALDEN71@aol.com
Parish Email - rectory@stpatricksmithtown.org
Oﬃce Hours: Rectory 9 AM to 7 PM, Mon. - Fri.
9 AM to 5 PM Sat., 10 AM to 1 PM Sun.
Parish Outreach:9:15 AM to 3:00 PM, Mon.—Fri.
Youth Community: 9 AM to 3 PM, Mon. - Fri.
Religious Forma on: 9 AM to 3:30 PM, Mon. - Thurs.
St. Patrick’s Pastoral Council Email:
pastoral_council@stpatricksmithtown.org

Parish Organiza ons*
Bereavement Support: Call Outreach at 265-2668
Catholic Daughters: 1st Tues., 7 PM
Choir: Thurs. evening, 8 PM
Columbie es: 2nd Sat. 10:30 AM
Jus ce & Peace: Once a month, 7:00 PM Outreach Ctr.
Knights of Columbus: 2nd & 4th Tues., 8 PM
Legion of Mary: Tues. mornings at 9:30 AM
Nocturnal Adora on Society: 3rd Sat. from 9 PM-7AM
Pro Life Family: Last Thursday, 10:30 AM , Parish Center
R.C.I.A. (Rite of Chris an Ini a on for Adults); 265-2271
Something for Seniors; 2nd & 4th Wed., 1 PM, 265-0034
*Many organiza ons are not mee ng at this me or must limit
the number of people. Please call if interested, 631-265-2271.

Help Wanted
Fr. Walden is looking to hire three or four people who can
livestream our daily 9:00 AM Masses and tape our
Sunday Mass and put them on our website. At times
people also ask for funerals to be livestreamed because
they cannot be there due to the pandemic. It only involves
an hour of the daily and Sunday Masses. If interested, call
Fr. Walden at the rectory at 631-265-2271.

Treasure
Communal Offering for December 6th: $28,466.25.
Offering Corresponding Sunday 2019: $27,276.24..
Thank you for your generosity.

St. Patrick Parish
Social Ministry

Reach for a Star
Gift Giving Program
The Reach for a Star gift giving
program is wrapping up. Please bring
all gifts to the Parish Outreach office
as soon as possible. The office is
open Monday – Friday from 9:30 AM
to 2:30 PM. Together we can help
provide a Merry Christmas for those in
need of a helping hand during this
pandemic. Please contact Parish
Outreach at 631-265-2668 if you have
any questions or concerns. We are
so grateful for you generosity and
support!

Religious Formation

WE HAVE SUSPENDED CLASSES FOR LEVELS 1-6
FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2020.
Levels 1-4 - Please continue to follow the curriculum in
your packet. Level 5 - Please complete chapters 12
and 13.
Level 6 - Please complete chapters 11 & 12.
It is important for your child to complete all assignments in order to get credit for attending this year. We
wish you a safe and healthy holiday season.
Also, the Level 3 Liturgy / Mass scheduled for Saturday, December 12th has been canceled. Hopefully,
we will be able to reschedule in 2021!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Support Our Religious
Catholic Daughters’ Meetings
Canceled Until Further Notice
St. Patrick’s Catholic Daughters Court Queen of the
Universe will not be holding meetings until further notice.
The Catholic Daughter Baby Shower, usually held in
January, has also been canceled with the hope
rescheduling at a later date.

The King of Heaven deigned to be born in a
stable, because He came to destroy pride, the
cause of man’s ruin.
– St. Alphonsus Liguori

The Altar Bread and Wine
were donated for the week
in loving memory of
Cataldo Baldi.

The Pro-Life Rose
was dedicated this week
in celebration of the
Season of Advent
as we wait to welcome JESUS!

Next weekend, December 12th & 13th, there will be a
collection is for the Retirement Fund for Religious.
Many senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious
order priests served for little or no pay. Today, religious
communities often do not have enough savings to meet
retirement needs. Your gift helps provide medications,
nursing care, and more for tens of thousands of elderly
religious. It also helps ensure younger members can
continue the good works of their elders. Please be
generous.

Pro-Life Rose
St. Patrick’s Pro-Life Family invites
you to dedicate a Pro-Life Rose for
any intention by contacting Lisa by
email at lisapollicino@yahoo.com or
call 656-6343.
Your participation helps bring a greater awareness of
the sacredness of all human life, especially the
unborn. The cost is $10.

Bread & Wine
Memorial
To arrange a memorial for Altar
Bread and Wine, please call
Diane Sperzel at 265-3307.
Donation for the week is $50.
Cards will be sent to the family.

Christmas Masses
This Christmas, our Mass schedule will be expanded to allow for social distancing.
Please make a reservation for the Mass you plan to attend.
To make reservations for a Mass, just go to our website - www.stpatricksmithtown.org and click on “Christmas Masses.” You will be able to choose from the Masses listed
below. We are limiting the attendance for each Mass. Once a Mass has reached its
capacity, you will no longer be able to make a reservation.
For those unable to attend, the Christmas Mass will be available on our YouTube
channel beginning at 2:00 PM on Christmas Eve. You can easily access the Mass
through our website by clicking “Watch on YouTube.”
Christmas Eve Masses
2:00 PM Church
3:30 PM Church
5:00 PM Church
7:30 PM Church
9:00 PM Church

2:00 PM Gym
3:30 PM Gym
5:00 PM Gym
7:30 PM Gym
9:00PM Gym

Christmas Day Masses
7:30 AM Church
9:00 AM Church
10:30 AM Church
12 Noon Church
1:00 PM Church

7:30 AM Gym
9:00 AM Gym
10:30 AM Gym
12 Noon Gym
1:00 PM Gym

There will not be a Mass at Midnight.
Let us come together in joyful, thankful prayer with patience, respect and love for one
another. The schedule has been expanded from eleven Masses to twenty Masses for your
safety.
Please use common sense with social distancing and please wear a mask.
Thank you for being a part of St. Patrick’s Parish Family. May our thanks for the gift of
Jesus fill our minds and hearts with joy, peace, and hope.

St. Patrick’s Church
Blood Drive th
Thursday, December 17
from 4:00 PM to 8:30 PM
in Canning Hall

If you cannot donate, please tell someone else about this very important blood
drive. Together we can make a difference.
Give the gift of life this Christmas!

Nocturnal Adoration is Back!
Our monthly Nocturnal Adoration will resume this
Saturday, December 19th. Members of the Nocturnal
Adoration Society pray through the night before the
Blessed Sacrament in one-hour shifts on the third
Sunday of the month. Adoration begins at 9:00 PM (or
immediately following the 8:00 PM Saturday Mass) and
ends with Benediction at 7:00 AM on Sunday.
Nocturnal Adoration offers us the opportunity to respond
to the plea of Jesus on the night before he died: “Could
you not spend one hour with me?” All are welcome to
come at anytime during the night to spend time with our
Lord.

Pray for Our Nation
Please join us
on Thursday
evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 PM in
the church for a Holy Hour and
Prayers for our Nation

Members of our Legion of Mary and St.
Anne’s Prayer Group lead us in prayer as
we entrust our country to Divine Providence
through Our Lady’s Intercession.

REOPENING PARISH LIFE
After months of lockdown due to the coronavirus, our parish and our community are beginning to
reopen. Below is information how parish life is resuming.

MASSES
We have resumed our normal Mass schedule:
Weekdays: 6:45 A.M., 9:00 A.M., 12:10 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM, 5 and 8 PM
Novena Mass (Miraculous Medal): Monday, 7:30 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12 Noon, 5 PM
For the time being, we will be limited to 50 percent of the church’s capacity.
Social distancing protocols will be in place.

PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK TO MASS!

ADORATION
We have resumed the following opportunities for adoration:
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament — Exposition is offered every Thursday for one hour
following the 12:10 PM Mass.
First Friday Observance — On the first Friday of each month, the parish has an Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament after the 12:10 PM Mass which concludes with Benediction at 2:30 PM.
(Concluding time can vary due to our wedding schedule. Check the bulletin.)
Pro-Life Holy Hour - On the third Tuesday of the month from 7:30 to 8:30 PM. St. Patrick’s
Pro-Life Family hosts this Holy Hour which includes Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
Benediction.
Nocturnal Adoration - On the third Saturday of the month, Nocturnal Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
begins after the 8:00 PM Saturday Mass. Initially Nocturnal Adoration will be offered for one hour after the Mass.
Watch the bulletin for information on when Nocturnal Adoration through the night will resume.
PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK AND OBSERVE SOCIAL DISTANCING PROTOCOLS.

CONFESSIONS
All our Confession times have resumed. Confessions are heard from 3:45
to 4:45 PM on Saturday, 8:15 to 8:45 AM on Sunday, and 6:45 to 7:15 PM on
Monday.
PLEASE WEAR A FACE MASK!

ST. PATRICK SCHOOL AND RELIGIOUS FORMATION
A new school year is underway for both St. Patrick School and our Religious Formation program. For more
information, check the websites below:
ST. PATRICK RELIGIOUS FORMATION
ST. PATRICK SCHOOL
https://stpatsrfc.wordpress.com/calendar/
https://spssmith.org/calendar?page=1

Other Parish Events That Have Resumed:
Bereavement Group - Our Monday night Bereavement Group has resumed meetings. Call 631-265-2271
to register. You must wear a facemask.
Parent Bereavement Group - For those who have lost an adult child. The group meets monthly. For more
information call 631-265-2668.
St. Anne’s Prayer Group is meeting on Tuesdays from 1:00 to 2:00 PM outside the Parish Center in the
shade by the St. Anthony statue. Please bring a chair and wear a face mask.
First Saturday Devotion - All are welcome to come and pray at 8:00 AM in the church on the First
Saturday of the month.
Life Teen - Our youth ministry for high school students is meeting on Sunday evenings. Email
spslifeteen@gmail.com for information.
Our Something for Seniors group will not meet until January.

2

1

4

3

5

6

1

7

8

9

Around
The
Parish

11

10

12

13

14

15

18

16

19

17

20

Picture on pages 9 & 10: (1-7) the RCIA Rite of Welcome at last Sunday’s 10:30 AM Mass, (8-12) St. Patrick’s /
Village of the Branch Soccer action. The VOB Soccer Club recently concluded its fall season. (13-20) Fall season
playoff games in our deck hockey league.

Litany of Trust
During these difficult days, these prayer
from the Sisters of Life has special meaning.
From the belief that I have to earn Your love … Deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear that I am unlovable … Deliver me, Jesus.
From the false security that I have what it takes … Deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear that trusting You will leave me more destitute … Deliver me, Jesus.
From all suspicion of Your words and promises … Deliver me, Jesus.
From the rebellion against childlike dependency on You … Deliver me, Jesus.
From refusals and reluctances in accepting Your will … Deliver me, Jesus.
From anxiety about the future … Deliver me, Jesus.
From resentment or excessive preoccupation with the past … Deliver me, Jesus.
From restless self-seeking in the present moment … Deliver me, Jesus.
From disbelief in Your love and presence … Deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear of being asked to give more than I have … Deliver me, Jesus.
From the belief that my life has no meaning or worth … Deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear of what love demands … Deliver me, Jesus.
From discouragement … Deliver me, Jesus.
That You are continually holding me, sustaining me, loving me … Jesus, I trust in you.
That Your love goes deeper than my sins and failings, and transforms me …Jesus, I trust in you.
That not knowing what tomorrow brings is an invitation to lean on You … Jesus, I trust in you.
That You are with me in my suffering … Jesus, I trust in you.
That my suffering, united to Your own, will bear fruit in this life and the next …Jesus, I trust in you.
That You will not leave me orphan, that You are present in Your Church…Jesus, I trust in you.
That Your plan is better than anything else … Jesus, I trust in you.
That You always hear me, and in Your goodness always respond to me …Jesus, I trust in you.
That You give me the grace to accept forgiveness and to forgive others …Jesus, I trust in you.
That You give me all the strength I need for what is asked …Jesus, I trust in you.
That my life is a gift … Jesus, I trust in you.
That You will teach me to trust You … Jesus, I trust in you.
That You are my Lord and my God … Jesus, I trust in you.
That I am Your beloved one … Jesus, I trust in you.
Amen.

Giving Made Easier
Churches now routinely offer online giving for church
donations. There are many
reasons for this. Fewer
people are using cash and
checks. Mass attendance at
your home parish is usually
interrupted by vacations, business trips, illness, snow
storms, and now coronavirus concerns. And many people
find it easier (and greener) to not have to deal with church
envelopes.

Build Your Own
Bulletin Ad
Our church bulletin is not only available
in church, it is also emailed to our
parishioners each week. If you would like
to reach Smithtown area residents
regarding your business, the St.
Patrick’s bulletin is a great place to
advertise. You can build your own ad by
going to:
https://www.jspadbuilder.com

St. Patrick’s offers several forms of online giving:
(1) Faith Direct: Signing up for Faith Direct allows you
to indicate a weekly contribution amount that is
automatically withdrawn from your account. Just go to
faithdirect.net or download the Faith Direct app from the
App Store. Our Parish code is NY51.
(2) Our website: You can contribute at any time by
going to our website: stpatricksmithtown.org. Just click the
“Donate” button at the top right.
(3) Our Parish App: In addition to its many other
features, the OneParish App has a donation page that
allows quick and easy one-time or recurring donations.
You can download the One Parish App at the App Store.

Winter Intramural Basketball 2021
We are excited to reopen our basketball program, provided we are able to do so in the Winter.
We will continue to use the guidelines set forth by the Governor and local authorities to ensure
the safety of participants and spectators.
We are asking you to register without a fee and once we are set to play you will be able to
complete your transaction online.
To register, go to: stpatsyouth.com > Sports > Winter Intramural Basketball Registration
The program is for boys and girls in grades Kindergarten through 12th. Players may request
friends and/or a coach. In order for players to form a team there must be a designated coach.

Important Informa on for All Parish & School Volunteers
Background Screening Update
The Oﬃce for the Protec on of Children and Young People:
The Charter for the Protec on of Children and Young People (The Charter) promulgated by the Bishops of
the United States in 2002 outlines speciﬁc prac ces and guidelines providing standards of safety in
parishes and dioceses throughout the United States. As directed in The Charter, the Diocese of Rockville
Centre requires all employees, clergy, and volunteers to complete three requirements within thirty days of
employment or volunteering:
A end Protec ng God’s Children Program (Virtus)
Sign the Codes of Conduct;
Complete a background screen applica on. The Diocese requires all those who
remain in ac ve ministry be rescreened at 5 yr. intervals. volunteers/
employees.
A Word on Background Screening of Volunteers:
The Oﬃce for the Protec on of Children and Young People (OFPCYP) has streamlined the volunteer
applica on process enabling volunteers to complete the three safe environment requirements in one step.
Individuals wishing to volunteer in a parish or school:
Register to a end a Protec ng God’s Children class and create a Virtus account on the Virtus website:
www.Virtus.org
Electronically acknowledge the Diocesan Code of Conduct- provided during the Virtus registra on
process.
Follow the instruc ons to complete the Sterling Volunteers background screening applica on
background oﬀered during the Virtus registra on process.
Ac ve Volunteers:
If you are ac ve in a parish ministry, have already a ended Virtus and have been background screened you
may be at – or beyond- the 5yr. rescreening requirement. If this is the case, you will receive an email from
Sterling Volunteers asking you to complete the background screening applica on on-line. You may
access the background screening applica on by following the prompt in the email or logging into your
Virtus account. Please be aware-this is not a scam nor has your e-mail been hacked. The OFPCYP has
been working with your parish to update the Safe Environment records and noted it is me for you to be
rescreened. You may also be prompted to electronically resign the Code of Conduct when you log into
your Virtus account.
Edit Your Virtus Account:
To access your Virtus account: www.Virtus.org You will need your Username and Password. If you need
assistance, please contact Virtus: 1-888-847-8870 or helpdesk@virtus.org. Once in your account, review
your account informa on-par cularly your e-mail address. If your account requires upda ng, please hit
the TOOLBOX tab at the top of the screen. On the le side of your screen in the green column click
“Update My Account” You will be able to make the necessary changes-please remember to hit the SAVE
bu on at the bo om of the screen.
Ques ons or concerns: mmcmahon@drvc.org; amendoza-cantos@drvc.org; jwinter@drvc.org;
pditomasso@drvc.org
Thank you to all who con nue to serve in a ministry during these extremely challenging days.

XLT Holy Hours 2020-21
Yes, they are back! All are welcome to join us at
our XLT Holy Hours!
XLT (for exalt) Holy Hours are a time to grow closer to
Christ through song, word, and adoration. Take some time
to step away from the world and into a face-to-face
encounter with Jesus. XLT Holy Hours are scheduled for
the following Friday nights from 7:00 to 8:00 PM in the
January 8th
February 5th
March 5th

April 16th
May 7th
June 4th

The holy hour in our modern rat race is necessary for authentic prayer. Our world is one of speed in which intensity of
movement is a substitute for lack of purpose; where noise is invoked to drown out the whisperings of conscience; where talk,
talk, talk gives the impression that we are doing something when really we are not; where activity kills self-knowledge won by
contemplation.
- Archbishop Fulton Sheen

If you are in high school, please join us for Life Teen 2020-21!
Below is a list of our meeting dates:
March 21st*
March 28th*

December 13th
January 3rd
January 10th*
January 24th
January 31st

April 11th
April 18th
April 25th*

February 7th
February 21st
February 28th

May 2nd
May 16th
May 23rd

March 7th*
March 14th*

June 6th
June 13th

All meetings are from 6:00 to 8:00 PM following the 5:00 PM Mass.
Please meet in the Parish Center parking lot.
When the weather is inclement, meetings will move to the gym
For more information, email spslifeteen@gmail.com
Wear a facemask.
*Wear Sneakers

Focus on Religious Freedom
From Catholics For Freedom of Religion
www.cffor.org

One of the great advantages of the Internet is having
access to so many resources. This includes spiritual
resources. St. Patrick’s pays an annual fee so that all
our parishioners can sign up for FREE to FORMED.
FORMED is an online platform that offers 24/7 access
to the best Catholic content on almost any device,
including your computer, smartphone and tablet. You
will have instant access to thousands of books, audio
talks, movies, documentaries, studies and more.
FORMED also includes excellent content for children.
To sign up for FORMED, go to:
https://stpatricksmithtown.formed.org

SUGGESTION FOR
THE WEEK ON FORMED

Christmas break is coming and it’s an excellent time to
introduce your children to this excellent series.
The Opus Joyous Show weaves a wonderful story of
spiritual adventure rich in Catholic symbolism and
clear and effective explanations of faith, virtue, and the
challenges of responding to Christ's call to heroic
battle with evil.
Making special appearances throughout the show are
The Virgin Mary, Joseph, The Angel Gabriel, and
Jesus appearing as the main characters travel through
time collecting relics from the life of Christ in their
quest to save the world from the storybook pirate
villain Captain Barnacle and his shady plan for utter
darkness upon the entire world!
It's an adventurous Catholic video series like you've
never seen before!

At this Christmas when Christ comes, will He
find a warm heart? Mark the season of Advent
by loving and serving the others with God's own
love and concern.
- St. Teresa of Calcutta

Warning! Religious Freedom:
What's at Stake If We Lose It
"Religious freedom is more than the 'freedom to worship'

at a synagogue, church, or mosque. It means people
shouldn't have to go against their core values and
beliefs in order to conform to culture or government,"
wrote the Heritage Foundation, a public policy
foundation. "Religious freedom protects a person's right
to live, speak, and act according to their beliefs
peacefully and publicly." (1)
Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito recently spoke
about his concern that religious liberty is under threat in
the United States and warned that the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic was acting as a "stress test" for
Constitutional liberties. He fears that religious liberty is
emerging as a "disfavored" and "second tier" right.
"The pandemic has obviously taken a heavy human
toll...But what has it meant for the rule of law?" said
Justice Alito. "The pandemic has resulted in previously
unimaginable restrictions on individual liberty ... We
have never before seen restrictions as severe,
extensive, and prolonged as those experienced for most
of 2020." (2)
Justice Alito raised concerns about the closure of
churches on Easter Sunday and the closure of
synagogues during the Jewish holidays of Passover and
Yom Kipper. "The covid crisis has served ... to highlight
disturbing trends that were already present before the
virus struck." (3) He said that cases the court hears
today follow a trend of eroding religious liberty.
Justice Alito was critical of states restricting worship
services and especially cited the Nevada case. "Take a
quick look at the Constitution. You will see the Free
Exercise Clause of the First Amendment, which protects
religious liberty. You will not find a craps clause or a
blackjack clause or a slot machine clause. Nevada was
unable to provide any plausible justification for treating
casinos more favorably than houses of worship." (4)
What's at stake? Heritage wrote, "Religious freedom
prevents the cultural majority from using the power of
the state to impose their beliefs on others. This protects
everyone - religious and nonreligious alike - from the
government becoming so powerful that it can tell people
what to think and how to act. ... A government that
intrudes on conscience will not hesitate to intrude on our
other freedoms." (5)
(heritage.org (1)(5); catholicnewsagency.com, 11/13/20
(2)(3)(4); christianpost.com, 11/13/20;
freedomforum.org, 11/17/20)
“Religious freedom is not only that of private
thought or worship. It is the liberty to live, both
privately and publicly, according to the ethical
principles resulting from found truth.”
- Pope Francis
"But a Constitution of government once changed
from freedom, can never be restored. Liberty once
lost is lost forever." - John Adams

Reflections on the Sunday Scriptures
December 20, 2020
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16;
Romans 16: 25-27; Luke 1: 26-38

Attention Level 2 Students: For your convenience,
copies of the cards on which you write your gospel
reflections will be included in the bulletin most Sundays.
Feel free to use the form below and to make copies.
Your reflection may be dropped into the collection basket
as your gift to our parish. (Please provide your first and
last name. Only first names will be used in the bulletin.)

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man
named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin's
name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, "Hail, full
of grace! The Lord is with you." But she was greatly
troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, "Do
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
"Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you shall name him Jesus. He will be great
and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord
God will give him the throne of David his father, and
he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end." But Mary said to the
angel, "How can this be, since I have no relations with
a man?" And the angel said to her in reply, "The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be
born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold,
Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in
her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who
was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for
God." Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the
Lord. May it be done to me according to your word."
Then the angel departed from her.
Focus Questions:
1. Mary’s faith and trust in God enabled her to give an
unconditional “yes” to a very difficult circumstance.
What helps you to trust in God? What hinders you from
trusting God?
2. Mary’s obedience brought Jesus to us. To whom do
you bring Jesus?
3. Mary willingly accepted her role in God’s plan. What
challenging roles have you played in life?

Children & Family Reflection:
Talk with your family about Mary’s life. How can you
follow her example?

Check Out our Knights of Columbus
Knights of Columbus Smithtown
199 Smithtown Blvd., Nesconset
Our Council is open Wednesday evenings at 4:00 PM, and
Thursday and Friday evenings at 6:00 PM.
Stop by and say “Hello.”
Nightly drink specials, Hall rental available.
Visit us at: knightsofcolumbussmithtown.org

Words of Wisdom from our Level 2 Students
Thank you to all our new Words of Wisdom writers! Second grade students from our Religious
Formation Program and our school are asked to read the “Children and Family Reflection” column in the bulletin
and write down their thoughts on cards provided for them. They then drop the cards in the collection basket on
Sunday as their contribution to our parish. Below are a few of their reflections:
November 29th Gospel Reading: Mark 12: 33-37
Children & Family Reflection: Talk about a time when you were patient.
•

A time when I was patient is when, so, at a restaurant me and my mom, dad and sister ordered our lunch. But
the chef took a lot of minutes to serve the food. But I was patient. Then soon the food finally came. Alexander

•

I am patient waiting to get Christmas decorations out. - Lucas

•

I was patient on line for a game. - Lyssandra

•

I was patient before my little brother Christian came home from the hospital after he was born. I wanted to see
him so much. - Nicholas

•

I’m being patient right now because I am waiting to decorate the Christmas tree. - Blaise

•

I am patient when I wait for dinner. - Jacqueline

•

I was patient when I waited for my cousins to visit. - William

•

I am patient every day at school because I wait for my friends to throw me the football. - Lukas

•

At school when I was at recess, I showed patience when waiting for my turn on the swings. - Thomas

•

One time I was patient when I wanted to play a game with my dad but he had to take a shower first, so I
waited. - Dylan

•

I had to wait patiently in the waiting room at the dentist to check for cavities. - Andrew

•

I was patient for my Barbie house to come when Covid-19 started. - Alexa

•

We have a swimming pool with a diver rock. In the summer I love to jump off the rock. I have to be patient and
wait for other children to get out of the way before I can jump. It is not easy to wait, but I do to keep everyone
safe. - James
November 22nd Gospel Reading: Matthew 25: 31-46
Children & Family Reflection: What are some things you can do this Advent
to get ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus this Christmas?

•

I pray and put the Nativity set under the tree. - Lyssandra

•

We always have to be ready for God because we do not know when he will come for us. - Aubrey

Relate a time in your life when you resisted change only to find that the new was better than you thought
if would be. (from Focus Questions)
•

I change my school and was nervous. But I like my new school too. I changed my house and I was sad, my
new house has a big backyard. - Mikayla

For Advent is concerned with that very connection between memory and hope which is so
necessary to man. Advent’s intention is to awaken the most profound and basic emotional
memory within us, namely, the memory of the God who became a child. This is a healing
memory; it brings hope. … It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us memories of
goodness and thus to open doors of hope.
- Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

St. Patrick Youth
St. Patrick’s Youth web address is:
stpatsyouth.com
All forms and registrations are
available on our website.
Youth Office email is spyouth@optonline.net
Our phone is 631-360-0185
VIRTUS Training
All volunteers/coaches are required to attend a
VIRTUS class if they have not done so. On-line
registration must be completed before you attend.
See VIRTUS.org for information and registration.
CPR/First Aide
Training courses are available and will be
available throughout the year.
You may call the office for more information
Read the Bible in a year challenge!
St. Patrick’s Youth challenges you to read the
Bible in a year! Just go to the website and you will
find the link with daily readings
Enrichment/Before and Aftercare Program
Before Care – Our program is offered Monday
through Friday following the St. Patrick School
schedule. It begins at until 8:20 AM
After Care- Our program is offered Monday
through Friday following the St. Patrick School
schedule, from 2:20 to 6:00 PM
You must register in advance.
You may download forms from our website
3,4,5 year old Enrichment Program –
Our program offers NY State guided curriculum
along with daily religion, music, arts and crafts
and gross motor play.
Playtime with Mommy/Caregiver –
Children ages 18 months through 2 years.
Creative fun, play, crafts, light snack & music time
Separation Class
Children ages 2 to 3 years old
Circle time, music, playing and sharing
Small group instruction, crafts and snack time
Music Ministry
Folk Group (Grades 6 -12)
Children’s Choir (Grades 1-5)
Children’s Choir practice:
6:15 to 7:00 PM in Keegan Hall
Folk Group practice:
7:15 to 8:30 PM in the church
New members always welcome!
Junior Catholic Daughters
JCDA is a young women’s service organization
Young women grades 5 -11 are welcome!
JCDA meet every 3rd Tuesday of the month in our
modular classroom from 6:30 to 7:30 PM
Call Patty Davis at 631-780-6313 for details
Learning Center
Tutoring for Pre-K through High School
All areas of study, catholic entrance exam
and SAT preparation

SPORTS PROGRAMS
Fall Deck Hockey
The Fall Deck Hockey Season is underway.
Winter Intramural Basketball
For boys and girls in grades Kindergarten to 12. Registrations are
being taken without a fee at this time. Once the season is
confirmed, you may complete your transaction online. Go to:

stpatsyouth.com > Sports > Winter Intramural Basketball
Registration
Regarding Sports Parking
Please park only on the east side of the property.
Enter sports court at east gate entrance.

Mankind is a great, an immense family . . . . This is
proved by what we feel in our hearts at Christmas.
- St. Pope John XXIII

Pray for the Sick
Lillian Adams
Thomas Adams
Laura Alam
Dennis Anderson
Russ Anderson
Allan Ahrens
Caroline Arnold
Don Atmanchuk Sr.
J.M.A.
Fil A.
Grace B.
Lenore Baran
John Bartley
Judith Bartley
Rose Bevers
Ann Bono
Ashley Borino
Anthony Borrelli
Agnes Black
Brady Browning
George Bruckbauer
Francis C.
Rick C.
Daniel Carrano
Dee Covello
Tom Clark
Maria Clarke

Carly Colvell
Kenneth Cook
Anthony Costaro, III
Dee Covello
Marie Crowley
Joseph Cuccia
Grace Demille
Karen Dempsey
Matthew DiStefano
Richard DeVilla
Lina Espinal
Salvatore Esposito
Robert Gann
Ralph Garofalo
Marilyn Gast
Mary Gorman Geraci
Elinor Glasser
Thomas Gould
Ed Hau
Bob Heimink
Robert Heimink, Jr.
Eugene Kagiwada
Cynthia Kambos
Thomas Keane
Mary K.
Bassam Khudari
Matthew LaTorre

John Lawler
Chris M.
C. Madden
Paul Mason
Alison McDonald

Robert McGinley

Dustin McGranahan
James McLean
Joseph Merriam
Kathleen N.
Connie Polik
Fred Polik
Ariel Ruvinsky
Bea S.
Lawrence Savery
Joan Schiavoni
Tankyard Schiavoni

Anna Sicuranza

Kay Slevin
Theresa Soriano
Jacqueline Spinelli
Christine Strecker
Christine Thompson
Agnes Vion
John Walsh
John Weiss
James Wheeler

Those listed under “Prayers for the Sick” remain on the list for a
limited period of time. If you would like to add a name or return a
name to the list, please call Parish Outreach at 631-265-2668.

Pray for the Dead
Eric Clare
William S. Peet, II

Reinhold Stoll

Mary R. Young

Parting
Shots . . .
Thank you to all our Fall
Deck Hockey players and
families as well as our
coaches and coordinators
for a great fall season!

